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Grand Commandery of Anights Gemplars 


AND THE 


APPENDANT ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 
Office of the KR. G Grand Commander, 


BOSTON, Ocroser 1, 1881. 
Special Order No. 38. 


To the Grand Officers, Commanderics, and Knights Templars of our Furisdiction: 


Sir JAMES A. GARFIELD, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, DIED ON THE 9th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, (881. 


Struck by the hand of an assassin on the 2d day of July, 1881, with a brave and cheerful 
spirit he struggled for life, with the tears, the prayers, and the sympathy of nearly the whole 


civilized world in his behalf. 


A GOOD MAN HAS FALLEN. 


Distinguished as a statesman and soldier, he had but entered upon the discharge of the 
highest trust that could be confided to him by the people ;— and, while both in the Forum and 
> 
the Field he had served his country well, the nation was looking for nobler things in his future. 


But the wise Providence that shapes our ends decreed his death. 


It is fitting that we, as Knights Templars, place upon record our Masonic tribute to the 
virtues of our eminent frater, and our sympathy with his family in their time of sore distress. 
Tt is therefore Ordered, That, in respect to the memory of Sir James A. GARFIELD, 


your Banners and the Swords of your Officers be draped in mourning for a period of forty days 
from the reception of this Order. 


It is further Ordered, That this Order be read at the head of each Subordinate Com- 
mandery, at the Regular Conclave succeeding its reception, and that the whole of this Order 
be spread upon your records. 


WILLIAM H. KENT, 


Grand Commander. 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 
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